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18 September 2019 
 
Dear Bruce  
 
I wrote to you and to the Convener of the Culture, Tourism, Europe and External Affairs 
Committee on 9 September to alert your committees to the nineteenth meeting of the Joint 
Ministerial Committee on EU Negotiations [JMC (EN)] on 12 May.  I am now writing to report 
on the Scottish Government’s actions at that meeting and provide you with a copy of the Joint 
Communique agreed at the meeting. 
 
The other Ministers attending were: 
 

 From the UK Government: The Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster, Rt Hon Michael 
Gove MP; the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State at the Department for Exiting the 
European Union, James Duddridge MP; the Secretary of State for Scotland, Rt Hon 
Alister Jack MP; the Secretary of State for Wales, Rt Hon Alun Cairns MP; and the 
Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for Northern Ireland, Robin Walker MP. 

 

 From the Welsh Government: The Counsel General and Brexit Minister, Jeremy Miles 
AM. 
 

In the absence of Ministers from the Northern Ireland Executive, a senior civil servant from the 
Northern Ireland Civil Service was in attendance. 
 
This was the first meeting of the JMC (EN) since the new Prime Minister assumed office. I 
made clear to the new administration the urgent need to improve sharing of information with 
Scottish Government on EU exit and no deal preparations. I also made clear that we expect 
to be invited to EU Exit Operations Committee (XO) meetings on a more regular basis. 
 
In the light of recent reports, including comments from former UK Cabinet ministers, 
suggesting that talks over a new Brexit deal are insubstantial I sought clarity on what talks are 
taking place with the European Union, and what the current administration is seeking from any 
such talks. However, I did not hear any convincing evidence that serious negotiations are 
taking place. I also made clear that the Scottish Parliament had recently restated its opposition 
to a calamitious no deal exit, and that this is not an acceptable outcome in any circumstances.    
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I welcomed the work of the UK Frameworks’ Project Board but underlined that progress had 
to be on the basis of agreement not imposition.   
 
Under AOB, I also raised the importance of the Joint Ministerial Committee (Plenary) 
convening to discuss the intergovernmental relations review and urged the UK Government to 
come forward with concrete proposals. 
 
I attach the Joint Communiqué which was agreed at the meeting. 
 

 
 

MICHAEL RUSSELL 
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